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WELCOME 

As Chair of the 26th Annual Florida Liability Claims Conference, I want to welcome 

you to Disney’s Yacht & Beach Club Resorts. This year’s event is bigger, better, and 

more magical than ever. We have an exciting lineup of presentations and speakers, 

along with numerous networking and social events. I hope you enjoy all we have 

planned for you!
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WEDNESDAY, JUNE 14, 2023
1:00-3:00 pm Member Forum on Tort Reform   Newport West 

3:00-5:00pm FDLA Board Meeting   Saybrook Room 

5:00-6:00pm Past Presidents Meeting   Saybrook Room

THURSDAY, JUNE 15, 2023
 

7:00-7:55am  Registration/Full Breakfast - Exhibit Hall - Sponsored by Luks Santaniello Petrillo Cohen & Peterfriend Newport East

7:55-8:30am  Opening Remarks and FDLA Members Business Meeting   Newport West

SESSIONS 
8:30-9:30am  When “Powering Through” Is No Longer an Option – A Panel Discussion on  
 Attorney Mental Health: The Hurt, The Healing, and The Hope  Newport West 

9:30-10:30am  Avoiding Nuclear Verdicts in Cases with High-Cost Life Care Plans   Newport West      
 
9:30-10:30am  Claims Management – Pre-Suit and Litigation Strategy and Communication   Salons 2-4 
 Between Counsel and Carrier 

9:30-10:30am  Accidents, Human Factors, and 3D Visualizations – From Premises to  Cape Cod Hall 
 Amusement Park Rides  
       
10:30-10:45am  Networking Break - Exhibit Hall - Sponsored by CaseGlide  Newport East 

10:45-11:45am  Confessions of Judgment in UM Cases   Newport West

10:45-11:45am  Non-Binding Arbitration:  The Race for Docket Control  Salons 2-4     

10:45-11:45am  Storm Clouds on the Horizon: Lessons Learned from Irma and the  Cape Cod Hall 
 Coming Litigation from Ian and Nicole       

11:45am-1:00pm   Lunch - Exhibit Hall - Sponsored by Seaside Claims              Newport East

1:00-2:00pm  The Path of the Warrior - The Art of the Adjuster Deposition    Newport West

1:00-2:00pm Addressing Cognitive Biases in Settlement Negotiations   Salons 2-4

1:00-2:00pm Game of Drones - An In-Depth Look at How Drones will Fundamentally   Cape Cod Hall 
 Change the Insurance Industry

2:00-3:00pm  Preparing Your Battleground - The Corporate Representative Deposition  Newport West

2:00-3:00pm  Inequities in Mediations  Salons 2-4

2:00-3:00pm  Here Comes the Boom: Cranes and Accidents   Cape Cod Hall 
     

CONFERENCE AT A GLANCE

KANSAS GOODEN
2023 FLCC Event Chair



 THURSDAY, JUNE 15, 2023 (Continued)  
  
3:00-3:15pm  Networking Break - Exhibit Hall - Sponsored by Selective Investigations   Newport East  

3:15-4:15pm  Maximizing Litigation Outcomes  Newport West
 
3:15-4:15pm  Mild Traumatic Brain Injury Claims and Major Litigation Pains   Salons 2-4
 
3:15-4:15pm  Anchors Away at the Yacht and Beach Club  Cape Cod Hall 
 
4:15-5:15pm  The 30(b)(6) Depo:  How to Maximize its Potential and   Newport West 
 Avoid Pitfalls of Corporate Discovery 
    
4:15-5:15pm  Investigations in the Age of Geosocial Data  Salons 2-4
    
4:15-5:15pm  Boots on the Ground – Early Response to and Investigation of   Cape Cod Hall 
 Motor Vehicle Accidents 

5:30-7:30pm  Welcome Reception - Sponsored by Addison Riley  Atlantic Dance Hall
  

FRIDAY, JUNE 16, 2023 
 
7:00-8:30am  Registration/Full Breakfast - Exhibit Hall - Sponsored by Explico  Newport East 
 
7:30-8:30am  Character Meet & Greet  Cape Cod Hall 
   

 SESSIONS
8:30-9:30am  Leveraging a Medical Billing & Coding Expert to Successfully  Newport West  
	 Challenge	Inflated	Medical	Bills
         
8:30-9:30am  Defending Claims for Punitive Damages and Recent Changes in The Rules    Salons 2-4 
        
        
9:30-10:30am  Bring the Jury Back Down to Earth: Using Discovery Tools to  Newport West 
 Combat	Inflated	Medical	Bills 
         
9:30-10:30am  Newest Ways to Jury-Proof Your Case   Salons 2-4 
        
9:30-10:30am  Conditional Defenses - Legal Theory & Practical Applications of Policy Defenses   Cape Cod Hall 

        

10:30-10:45am  Networking Break - Sponsored by Boyd & Jenerette   Newport East 
        
10:45-11:45am  Why Florida Needs Regulation of Third-Party Litigation Funding  Newport West
         
10:45-11:45am  Evidence-Based Life Care Planning           Salons 2-4
        
10:45-11:45am  Who’s on First?! Analyzing the Order of Uninsured Motorist Coverage  Cape Cod Hall 
 When Multiple Policies Apply  
        

11:45am-1:00pm   Lunchn- Sponsored by The Post Law Firm  Newport East 
        
1:00-2:00pm  Florida Case Law Update  Newport West 
        
1:00-2:00pm  Liability Mitosis: Creating Multiple Accidents or Occurrences out of One  Salons 2-4

2:00-3:00pm  The Anatomy of a Trial - Evidentiary Issues at Trial: Trial and Appellate Perspectives  Newport West 
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CONFERENCE SCHEDULE

THURSDAY, JUNE 15, 2023

8:30-9:30am

When “Powering Through” Is No Longer an Option – A Panel 
Discussion on Attorney Mental Health: The Hurt, The Healing, 
and The Hope 

Newport West

Rebecca Bandy, Director
 

Don Blackwell, Partner
Bowman and Brooke, LLP 

The Honorable Lauren L. Brodie, Circuit Court Judge
Twentieth Judicial Circuit Court 

Hillary Cassel, Member
Florida House of Representatives, Representing District 101 
Partner/Co-Founder
Cassel & Cassel, P.A. 

Dr. Stephanie May, Psy.D., Licensed Clinical Psychologist 

Frank Ramos, Partner
Clarke Silverglate, P.A. 

Darryl E. Rouson, Member  
Florida Senate, Representing District 19 
Partner
Rubenstein Law 

An intimate look at some of the mental health challenges 
confronting our profession through the eyes of several highly 
accomplished legal professionals aimed at inspiring attendees to 
be more attentive and responsive to their (and their loved ones’) 
mental health and wellness.

9:30-10:30am

Avoiding Nuclear Verdicts in Cases with High-Cost Life Care 
Plans 

Newport West

Johnny Sarber, Shareholder
Carr Allison 

John Schneider, PhD , President
Avalon Health Economics  

Heath Vickers, Shareholder
Carr Allison 

Life care plans (LCPs) in the $10-$50 million range are increasingly 
common. How can health economists help deal with high-cost LCPs 
and the potentially “nuclear” verdicts that can result from them?

7:00-7:55 am  Registration and Full Breakfast- Newport East 
Sponsored by Luks Santaniello Petrillo Cohen and Peterfriend 

7:55-8:30 am  FDLA Members Meeting - Newport West

9:30-10:30am 
   
Claims Management – Pre-Suit and Litigation Strategy and 
Communication Between Counsel and Carrier

Salons 2-4

Pedro Ortiz, Of Counsel 
RumbergerKirk 

Allan Rotlewicz, Partner
RumbergerKirk 

This presentation will discuss litigation strategy and key issues for 
discussion between the insurer and defense counsel. 
     
Accidents, Human Factors, and 3D Visualizations – From 
Premises to Amusement Park Rides

Cape Cod Hall

Dr. Rose Figueroa, PhD, CHFP, Principal Consultant 
Rimkus

Bradley Hawkins, Associate
Wicker Smith

This course outlines how to leverage Human Factors experts 
effectively by showcasing real scenarios and methodologies/
technologies used to investigate, analyze, simulate, and visualize 
an incident from inception to completion.  
  
10:30-10:45am - Networking Break - Newport East 
Sponsored by CaseGlide 

10:45-11:45am 

Confessions of Judgment in UM Cases

Newport West

Kansas Gooden, Shareholder
Boyd & Jenerette

Plaintiffs are pushing a new theory to trigger fees in UM cases - 
confessions of judgment.  Learn the current state of the law, how 
to spot the setup, and how to address it. 
   
Non-Binding Arbitration:  The Race for Docket Control

Salons 2-4

Ronald L. Arend, Partner
Arend & Sisk, PA

Deana M. Sisk, Partner
Arend & Sisk, PA

Strategic advice for the wise and avoidance of traps for the unwary, 
including practice tips, sample discovery, and case law.
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Storm Clouds on the Horizon: Lessons Learned from Irma and 
the Coming Litigation from Ian and Nicole

Cape Cod Hall

Rachel Colquhoune, Associate
Traub Lieberman Straus & Shrewsberry LLP 

Dan Finlayson, Director of Litigation 
UPC 

Ryan Jones, Partner
Traub Lieberman Straus & Shrewsberry LLP 

Kathryn Keller, Partner
Traub Lieberman Straus & Shrewsberry LLP 

Paul McCullough, P.E., CBC
Discipline Lead, Civil/Structural Engineering
SEA, Ltd. 

This presentation will feature a panel discussion regarding 
the challenges presented by Hurricane Irma litigation, and 
recommendations on how to avoid those same issues during the 
anticipated litigation of Hurricane Ian and Nicole claims. 
 
11:45am-1:00pm - Lunch - Newport East 
Sponsored by Seaside Claims  

1:00-2:00pm

The Path of the Warrior - The Art of the Adjuster Deposition

Newport West

Scott Dutton, Owner
Dutton Law Group 

Maria Pace, Orlando Managing Attorney
Dutton Law Group

This presentation will provide attorneys and adjusters with the 
tools necessary to prepare and defend the adjuster deposition. The 
presentation covers responding to plaintiff requests, motions for 
protective orders, and conducting a proper deposition.
     
Addressing Cognitive Biases in Settlement Negotiations

Salons 2-4

Gabriel Balandrano, Senior Litigation Specialist
Florida Peninsula Insurance Company 

Nicole Fluet, Director
Galloway Johnson Tompkins Burr & Smith 

Anna Kirkpatrick, Director
Galloway Johnson Tompkins Burr & Smith

Christopher Marone, Mediator
Marone Mediations 

A panel discussion on navigating common cognitive biases in 
settlement negotiations, both informal and during a mediation 
setting.

Game of Drones - An In-Depth Look at How Drones will 
Fundamentally Change the Insurance Industry 

Cape Cod Hall

Ricardo Luces, Partner
Roig Lawyers 

This course explores the technology of drones and their expanding 
role as a tool in the adjusting of insurance claims.  Also, we discuss 
how the use of drones is creating potential liability exposure for 
insurance carriers.

2:00-3:00pm

Preparing Your Battleground - The Corporate Representative 
Deposition

Newport West

William Gutek, Partner
Bronstein & Carmona 

Michael R. Podolsky, Partner
Bronstein & Carmona 

Hector E. Valdes-Ortiz, Associate
Bronstein & Carmona 

This course evaluates various strategies for attorneys and 
witnesses to use in preparing for and defending corporate 
representative depositions, emphasizing on insurance-related 
matters.    
 
Inequities in Mediations

Salons 2-4

Ellis “E.T.” Fernandez, Managing Partner
Fernandez Trial Lawyers, PA

A seminar exposing the inequities at mediation between the plaintiff 
and the defense. Mediator bias aside, unless exposed … and cured 
…. mediations are quickly becoming a waste of time, resources, 
and tremendous money.
    
Here Comes the Boom: Cranes and Accidents

Cape Cod Hall

Michael J. Bradford, Shareholder
Marshall Dennehey 

Lee E. Sale, P.E., Mechanical Engineering Expert
SEA, Ltd.

An overview of cranes and heavy lifting.  Discussion of the parties 
involved in crane operations, investigating authorities, applicable 
standards, and common causes of related accidents.

     

THURSDAY, JUNE 15, 2023
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4:15-5:15pm

The 30(b)(6) Depo:  How to Maximize its Potential and Avoid 
Pitfalls of Corporate Discovery

Newport West

Christina M. Benitez, Partner
Rissman 

Eric Ochotorena, Partner
Rissman

Meghan Whisenhunt, Partner
Rissman 

The 30(b)(6) deposition can be fraught with peril and many 
corporate defendants are either unprepared or sometimes 
undereducated on their importance.  This presentation 
endeavors to provide a roadmap to managing some types of 
corporate rep discovery.

Investigations in the Age of Geosocial Data

Salons 2-4

Bob Gordon, General Manager
DigiStream

Gain an understanding of geosocial, cell forensics and other 
advanced investigations and their best practices. Steps to 
protect claims and legal teams from bad actors utilizing similar 
Open Source Intelligence (OSINT) techniques will also be 
discussed. 
    
Boots on the Ground – Early Response to and Investigation of 
Motor Vehicle Accidents 

Cape Cod Hall

Ryan Ingram, Partner
Moore Ingram Johnson and Steele, LLP 

Kimberly Young, Partner
Moore Ingram Johnson and Steele, LLP

The presentation will cover best practices for early response to 
motor vehicle accidents, including tips for scene and vehicle 
inspection, accident reconstruction involvement, witness 
interviews, and best practices for company policies and 
procedures.  We will also discuss legal implications related to 
experts and preservation issues.

THURSDAY, JUNE 15, 2023

3:00-3:15pm - Networking Break - Newport East 
Sponsored by Selective Investigations 

3:15-4:15pm

Maximizing Litigation Outcomes

Newport West

Michael J. Corso, Stockholder
Henderson, Franklin, Starnes & Holt, P.A. 

Melissa Pigott, Ph.D., Director of Research
Magnus Research Consultants, Inc. 

Knowing how and when to use attitude surveys, mock trials and 
focus groups, and what to expect from them, is important in 
ensuring the best possible outcomes. This session provides the 
perspective of an expert trial lawyer who has used trial consultants 
on high-stakes cases, along with the perspective of an experienced 
trial consultant.

Mild Traumatic Brain Injury Claims and Major Litigation Pains 

Salons 2-4

Kyleen Hinkle, Member
Burns White

Denise Lubliner, Partner
Burns White 

This presentation will address the current trend of mild traumatic 
brain injury claims with analysis of how the defense of these 
claims should rely upon actual science and occasionally so what. 
     
Anchors Away at the Yacht and Beach Club 

Cape Cod Hall

Donald St. Denis, Partner
St. Denis and Davey

This session will discuss anchoring Plaintiff’s damages two 
ways. One is anchoring the damages overall in Voir Dire, Opening 
and Closing. Second, we will be anchoring reasonable medical 
damages.

  5:30-7:30 PM

Welcome Reception
Atlantic Dance Hall / Sponsored by Addison Riley

Join us for the installation of the 2023-24 
Board of Directors, as well as the presentation of  

our Annual F DLA Awards
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FRIDAY, JUNE 16, 2023

8:30-9:30am 

Leveraging a Medical Billing & Coding Expert to Successfully 
Challenge Inflated Medical Bills

Newport West

Toni Elholms, CCS, CPC, CPMA, CRC, AHIMA-Approved ICD-
10-CM/PCS Trainer
Alpha Coding Experts/AccuMed 

Phil Wiseberg, Partner
Williams, Leininger & Cosby, P.A. 

Attacking	artificially	inflated	medical	bills	is	the	last	line	of	
defense but should be considered early on in your case. This 
session	will	unpack	strategies	to	attack	inflated	medical	bills	
and discuss trending Daubert challenges and recent Florida 
cases	that	demonstrate	how	medical	bills	are	often	inflated.		

    
Defending Claims for Punitive Damages and Recent Changes 
in The Rules  

Salons 2-4

Rina Clemens, Partner
Traub Lieberman Straus & Shrewsberry LLP 

Stephanie Kaufer, Partner
Roberts, Reynolds, Bedard, & Tuzzio, PA 

A discussion of proactive ways companies and their employees 
can defend themselves from potential punitive damage claims, 
recent rules changes, and differences in punitive damage cases 
in federal court.   

9:30-10:30am 

Bring the Jury Back Down to Earth: Using Discovery Tools to 
Combat Inflated Medical Bills

Newport West

Jessica Cochran, Partner
Bush Graziano Rice & Platter, P.A.  

Ashley Makris, Senior Counsel 
Bush Graziano Rice & Platter, P.A. 

This presentation will provide guidance on obtaining practical 
impeachment material post-Worley with the ultimate goal of 
combatting	superficially	inflated	medical	bills	at	trial.		

     

Newest Ways to Jury-Proof Your Case 

Salons 2-4

Dr. Stuart Miles, Vice President 
DecisionQuest (a U.S. Legal Support Company)

John Miller, Partner
Boy Agnew Potanovic Miller, PLLC  

This session discusses the effectiveness and lower cost of 
conducting online mock trials.  The talk also examines how an 
online mock trial helped successfully prepare a Florida auto 
defense case for trial.  
    
Conditional Defenses - Legal Theory & Practical Applications 
of Policy Defenses  

Cape Cod Hall

Ian Ronderos, Partner
Walton Lantaff Schroeder & Carson LLP

This course will assist attendees in learning about the common 
policy defenses that derive from the conditions found in 
homeowners’ insurance policies. It will address both legal 
theory and practical applications designed to win cases, with 
specific	examples	from	cases	where	the	insurer	prevailed	on	
conditional defenses.

10:30-10:45am - Networking Break -  Newport East 
Sponsored by Boyd & Jenerette 

10:45-11:45am
     
Why Florida Needs Regulation of Third-Party Litigation Funding

Newport West

Alan P. Mirelman, Partner
Beytin, McLaughlin, O’Hara & Bocchino, P.A. 

This presentation will outline the current status of third-party 
funding, the dangers associated therewith, and how Defense 
counsel may obtain discovery to determine who is in charge of 
resolving their case.
    
Evidence-Based Life Care Planning

Salons 2-4

Michael Fryar, Partner
InQuis 

Chizom J. Okebugwu, Associate
Bolin Law Group  

Jud Wooddy, General Counsel
InQuis

The presentation will focus on the fundamental requirements 
of a life care plan. Emphasis will be placed on appropriate 
methodology, medical foundation and scope of practice 
limitations culminating with a live mock mini-deposition.

7:00-8:30 am  Registration and Full Breakfast - 

Newport East - Sponsored by Explico

7:30-8:30 am  Character Meet & Greet - Cape Cod Hall
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FRIDAY, JUNE 17, 2022FRIDAY, JUNE 16, 2023

     
10:45-11:45am 

Who’s on First?! Analyzing the Order of Uninsured Motorist 
Coverage When Multiple Policies Apply 

Cape Cod Hall

C.J. Gomes, Partner
Boyd & Jenerette

More than one policy affords UM coverage? This presentation 
will dive into various issues and considerations when conducting 
a “priority of coverage” analysis in the context of UM claims.

11:45am-1:00pm - Lunch - Newport East
Sponsored by The Post Law Firm

1:00-2:00pm

Florida Case Law Update

Newport West

Andy Bolin, Partner
Bolin Law Group 

Elaine Walter, Partner
Boyd Richards Parker & Colonnelli

Providing a review of judicial and legislative happenings 
that impact insurance defense issues, recent opinions on 
attorney discipline and the rules regulating The Florida Bar, 
legislation, and opinions discussing technological issues and 
improvements.
     
Liability Mitosis: Creating Multiple Accidents or Occurrences 
out of One

Salons 2-4

Jamie Combee Novaes, Partner
Butler Weihmuller Katz Craig, LLP

Kimberly N. Ramey, Partner
Butler Weihmuller Katz Craig, LLP

This presentation will explore some of the new and creative 
arguments being raised in an effort to create multiple accidents 
or occurrences out of one.  Join us for a discussion on the cause 
theory and how to put it into practice with real life examples and 
recent case studies. 

2:00-3:00pm

The Anatomy of a Trial - Evidentiary Issues at Trial: Trial and 
Appellate Perspectives 
 
Newport West

Mihaela Cabulea, Partner
Butler Weihmuller Katz Craig, LLP 

Amber Inman, Partner
Ramey & Kampf, P.A. 

The presentation focuses on Florida law and aims to provide an 
understanding of some of the most common evidentiary issues 
encountered during trial and the necessary steps to preserve 
errors for appellate review and create a complete record.

CLE and CE Information
2023 Florida Liability 
Claims Conference

Florida Bar Approval 
 

Course Number: 2303263N
Level: Intermediate

 
CLE Credits
General: 14.5

Mental Health and Wellness: 1.0
Bias Elimination: 1.0

Technology: 1.0
 

Certification Credits
Civil Trial: 14.5

Florida Department of  
Financial Services Approval

2023 Florida Liability Claims Conference (CE 3-24a) 
Course Authority: CE 3-24a – Law and Policy

Course ID: 125456
Course Offering: 1179084

Max Hours: 11
 

2023 Florida Liability Claims Conference (CE 3-24c) 
Course Authority: CE 3-24c – Adjuster Optional

Course ID: 125457
Course Offering: 1179085

Max Hours: 9
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YLD COMMUNITY  
SERVICE PROJECT

At this year’s FLCC, the FDLA is proud to support  
Dress for Success Orlando.
 
The mission of Dress for Success is to empower women to 
achieve economic independence by providing a network of 
support, professional attire, and the development tools to 
help women thrive in work and in life.
 
You can help in several ways. 
 
1. Bring your gently used professional women’s clothing to 

the FLCC registration desk. 

2. Donate at our event specific link either online or through 
the FLCC App.  https://secure.givelively.org 

3. Use one of three DipJar donation portals that are  
available throughout the conference space.

 
Help us impact our community through this worthy cause.

Y O U  C A N  H E L P  H E R  
G E T  T H E R E .

There are many ways  
that you can help:
Volunteer as a personal shopper,  
career coach, expert speaker and 
more. Individual and group volunteers 
are welcome. 

Give a monetary donation to support 
our programs and services in your local 
city or worldwide.

Host a suit, shoe or accessory drive 
within your office or community group. 

Your gifts of time and  
resources help our women 
on their own journey  
towards professional  
and personal success.

 
 

 

Join our mailing list to stay updated 
on volunteer activities, fundraising 
events, success stories and more. 
Donate nearly-new women’s apparel, 
shoes or accessories such as handbags, 
scarves and jewelry. 
Inquire about becoming a referral 
agency. 
Drop off Location: 
West Oaks Mall
Inside Career Source Central Florida
9401 W Colonial Dr 
Ocoee, FL 34761 

Photos courtesy of Mark Andrews.
All photos feature Professional Women’s Group members.

 
 

 

E M P OW E R I N G  
WOM E N  T O  
T H R I V E  I N 
W O R K  A N D  L I F E

Some of our signature  
programs include:
Suiting Dress for Success volunteers serve 
as personal shoppers and provide clients 
with career suits, cosmetics, footwear, 
accessories and—most importantly— 
a self-confidence boost.

Career Center Volunteers in our  
Career Centers promote confidence and 
professionalism by providing our clients 
with personalized assistance in finding and 
obtaining a job.

Professional Women’s Group The  
Professional Women’s Group (PWG)  
offers successfully employed Dress  
for Success clients a support system 
where volunteers and staff empower them 
to retain their jobs, build their careers and 
continue to thrive.

 

PLEASE JOIN US TODAY. 

For more information about how you can help support 
our mission, please visit dressforsuccess.org/orlando 

West Oaks Mall  
Inside Career Source Central Florida  
9401 W Colonial Dr, Ocoee, FL 34761 

407.628.0506

coordinator@dressforsuccessgreaterorlando.org
 

 

Donate at:

 Conference Center Map

DONATE AT:
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MEET OUR SPONSORS and EXHIBITORS

AccuMed - Bronze Sponsor
Connor Beer - connor@accumedintel.com
AccuMed provides attorneys with data on what local providers and 
facilities charge within a 30 mile radius of the client. We have a 
highly credentialed and local Medical Billing and Coding Expert that 
can	opine	to	fraudulent	coding	tactics	and	inflated	medical	bills.

Addison Riley
Jon Pruitt - jpruitt@addisonriley.com
Addison Riley, LLC is an appraisal, forensic, and construction 
company servicing the majority of the nation. Their reputation of 
integrity has earned them mutual trust on both sides of the isle. From 
window and air testing, to cost/scope, engineering, and meteorology; 
reports with an AR logo are trusted.

ARCCA - Bronze Sponsor
Sioux Klinsky - sklinsky@arcca.com
For more than 30 years, ARCCA has been providing expert forensic, 
scientific	and	engineering	solutions	to	its	clients,	and	our	team	of	
experts	can	help	with	all	phases	of	investigation:	from	initial	file	
review	and	triage,	inspections	and	testing,	report/affidavit/disclosure	
preparation, evidence preservation, and exhibit preparation and trial 
testimony.

Avalon Health Economics - Gold Sponsor
Cara Scheibling - cara.scheibling@avalonecon.com
Avalon Health Economics is a team of academic and industry health 
economics and outcomes researchers providing high quality, 
high value real-world health economics and outcomes research 
consulting.

Beytin McLaughlin
Lori	Hutchens	-	llh@law-fla.com
Beytin	McLaughlin	is	a	full-service	civil	defense	law	firm	and	has	
been dedicated to defending the rights of health care providers, 
health care practices and hospitals throughout the State of Florida 
over the last 20 years. We successfully defend our clients in both 
State and Federal Courts with practice areas encompassing medical 
negligence, professional negligence, general negligence, commercial 
litigation, administrative law, appellate law, health care law, health 
care transactions and alternative dispute resolution.

Boyd & Jenerette
Kansas Gooden - kgooden@boydjen.com
Boyd	&	Jenerette	is	a	civil	litigation	defense	firm	that	is	comprised	
of experienced trial attorneys who represent insurance companies 
and self-insured entities in a wide range of civil claims and litigated 
matters. The attorneys at Boyd & Jenerette are well aware of the 
current issues facing our clients including costs of defense, close 
file	rates,	extracontractual	exposure	and	current	legal	trends,	and	
therefore we partner with our clients to develop defense strategies 
that	are	beneficial	both	as	to	cost	and	ultimate	outcome.

BRC - Bronze Sponsor
Jason Manley - jmanley@brconline.com
BRC specializes in biomechanical analysis and accident 
reconstruction to include both high and low-velocity vehicle 
collisions, slip, trip and fall events, injuries associated with aircraft, 
bicycles, motorcycles, ATVs, boats, elevators, escalators, forklifts, 
tractor-trailers, trains, amusement park rides, trampolines, power 
tools, light industrial equipment, sports and exercise equipment. BRC 
consultants include physicians, most of whom also have engineering 
degrees, and consultants with a PhD in engineering.

Butler
Matt Lavisky - mlavisky@butler.legal
Butler	is	a	civil	litigation	firm	whose	practice	is	devoted	entirely	
to defense and insurance litigation. Our clients are corporations, 
insurance companies, and insured individuals, taking us across the 
North American continent, Europe and the Caribbean in order to 
provide the highest quality counsel.

CaseGlide
Carly Todd - carly@caseglide.com
CaseGlide	simplifies	claims	litigation	and	reduces	insurers’	overall	
legal spend by fostering transparency in litigation through enhanced 
panel counsel communication.

CED Technologies
Anthony Gandolph - agandolf@cedtechnologies.com
CED’s	success	is	built	upon	our	ability	to	provide	qualified	and	
experienced professional engineers with advanced degrees of 
education and the latest technology to support client needs.  
CED offers a broad range of comprehensive expertise including 
mechanical engineering, civil/structural engineering, material 
science	(metallurgy),	electrical,	chemical,	fire	investigation	and	
biomechanical engineering.

Claims Investigation Agency
Anailis Diaz - anailisdiaz@claimsinvestigationagency.com
Claim Investigation Agency is a full-service investigation company 
offering even the simplest of services from surveillance, background 
checks, asset searches, medical canvasses, social media canvasses, 
accident scene investigations, and more. CIA has been serving 
Florida since 1987. From Liability to Workers’ Compensation, CIA is 
your one stop shop. Let us help you uncover the truth!

Cogent Legal Services
Katie Carvajal - kcarvajal@cogentls.com
Cogent Legal Services delivers superior court reporting and related 
services throughout Florida, utilizing reliable professionals and 
industry	best	practices.	With	big	box	resources	and	a	small	firm	feel,	
we provide personalized service to meet each client’s unique needs. 
We are a clear choice for your court reporting needs. 

Conroy Simberg     
Lee Klimantiris - lklimantiris@conroysimberg.com 
Conroy	Simberg	is	a	full-service	civil	defense	law	firm	committed	to	
providing outstanding representation and personalized legal services 
to each of our clients. We have built a strong reputation for delivering 
skilled and experienced legal counsel to insurance companies, 
businesses, professionals and self-insured organizations.
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DDA Forensics
Jonathan Diego - jonathon@ddaforensics.com
DDA Forensics is a forensic engineering and building consulting 
company for the insurance and legal industries. We specialize in 
evaluating and determining the cause of particular damages and 
failures for both residential and commercial structures. Our team of 
experts have years of combined experience in dealing with claims 
and construction related litigation.

DigiStream
Bob Gordon - bgordon@digistream.com
DigiStream is the premiere provider of investigative services in the 
insurance defense market. We collect and organize evidence in the 
field	and	online	that	self-insured	entities	and	legal	professionals	
leverage to mitigate risk.

Dr. John Lloyd
Dr. John Lloyd - drjohnlloyd@tampabay.rr.com
Dr. John Lloyd, PhD, CPE has served as an expert witness for 
30	years,	providing	nationwide	expert	testimony	in	the	fields	of	
biomechanics, human factors, motorcycle crash reconstruction and 
helmet protection.

Dutton Law Group
Scott Dutton - sdutton@duttonlawgroup.com
Dutton Law Group offers comprehensive insurance coverage and 
defense services, including policy analysis and interpretation, and 
defense against claim litigation. The Firm also specializes in the 
handling and litigation of extra-contractual or bad faith issues, 
providing quality representation by legal professionals with 
significant	experience	in	each	area	of	practice.

Estes, Ingram, Foels & Gibbs, P.A.
Julie Brodis - jhb@eifg-law.com
Estes, Ingram, Foels & Gibbs, P.A. is engaged in a general litigation 
practice consisting almost entirely of the defense of healthcare 
professionals in civil litigation & administrative actions throughout 
the state. Our litigation staff consists of nine trial attorneys, litigation 
paralegals	and	legal	nurse	consultants.	Each	of	the	firm’s	members	
has been practicing general civil defense work for the entirety of their 
legal careers. J. Charles Ingram, Craig Foels, Eric Gibbs, Julie Brodis, 
Clayton Williams, Christian Trowbridge, and Dinelia Concepcion are 
all AV Preeminent rated by Martindale Hubbell.

Explico
Stephanie Rossman - srossman@explico.com
Explico	Engineering,	a	cutting-edge	forensic	engineering	firm,	uses	
the latest tools and techniques to perform failure and accident 
investigation in areas such as accident reconstruction, biomechanics, 
human factors, data analytics, and more. Explico offers premium 
technical consulting, takes advantage of state-of-the-art technology, 
has a full suite of in-house visualization and animation capabilities, 
and	conveys	findings	in	simple,	concise	terms,	in	the	courtroom	 
or out.

Exponent - Gold Sponsor
Bette McKenzie - bmckenzie@exponent.com
Exponent,	Inc.	is	a	leading	engineering	and	scientific	consulting	firm	
known for assisting corporations, insurance carriers, government 
agencies,	law	firms	and	individuals	by	analyzing	accidents	and	
failures to determine their causes. Additionally, Exponent assists 
clients with new product development and process optimization to 
help prevent problems in the future. 

Galloway Johnson Tompkins Burr & Smith
Nicole	Fluet	-	nfluet@gallowaylawfirm.com
Precise.  Aggressive.  Relentless.  Galloway attorneys know that this 
is the most productive approach to successfully representing clients.  
It’s the way we have practiced for more than 35 years in thousands 
of cases across multiple practice areas and industries, and it’s the 
way	we	have	grown	from	one	office	with	five	lawyers	into	a	premier	
litigation	firm	with	over	150	attorneys	in	offices	across	seven	states.

Global Engineering Scientific Solutions - Silver Sponsor
Shannell Tebeau - stebeau@gess1.com
Global	Engineering	Scientific	Solutions,	led	by	Dr.	Farhad	
Booeshaghi,	is	a	Consulting	Forensic	Engineering	firm	with	a	
strong	proven	track	record	of	assisting	in	the	scientific	analysis	of	a	
plethora of accidents. GESS’ specialties include but are not limited 
to premises liability, product liability, and vehicular accidents with 
focus on Accident Reconstruction, Collision Dynamics, Occupant 
Kinematics, Human Factors Engineering and Biomechanics of Injury 
Causation.

Grindley Williams Engineering - Bronze Sponsor
Marcie Willis - mwillis@grindleywilliams.com
Grindley	Williams	is	a	Florida-based	consulting	firm	with	a	
foundation of talented professional engineers who bring expertise 
from a wide range of sectors and backgrounds specializing in 
forensic engineering services.  We offer structural engineering, 
mechanical, electrical, plumbing, geotechnical, expert witness, 
and construction defect services. With over 18,000 evaluations 
performed for commercial and residential properties, Grindley 
Williams	provides	the	utmost	expertise,	efficiency,	and	precision	for	
your engineering needs.

Hall Booth Smith, P.C.
Jessica Howard - jessicahoward@hallboothsmith.com
At HBS, we have the highest commitment to excellence in serving 
our clients. Our mission: “To ethically and professionally serve our 
clients by providing the highest quality legal representation in a 
personally	enriching	firm	environment.”	Our	promise:	“Serving	to	
Achieve Excellence.”

HD Law Partners
Jennifer Myers - myers@hdlawpartners.com
Re-branded	in	2015,	HD	Law	Partners	is	a	diversified	group	of	
experienced trial lawyers who have handled many jury and non-jury 
trials	for	consumers,	both	personal	and	commercial.	The	firm	also	
handles insurance litigation defending the carriers and their insureds 
from	auto,	first	and	third	party	property	and	casualty	claims,	
including premises, safety, and security claims.

Henderson Franklin
Gail Lamarche - gail.lamarche@henlaw.com
Founded in 1924, Henderson, Franklin, Starnes & Holt, P.A. is one 
of	the	largest	and	most	experienced	full-service	law	firms	between	
Tampa and Miami. With over 55 attorneys who live, work and have 
deep roots in Southwest Florida, Henderson Franklin provides high 
quality, personalized legal services to a roster of corporate and 
individual clients.
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InQuis Global
Jud Wooddy - jwooddy@inquisglobal.com
InQuis	is	a	forensic	expert	witness	and	litigation	consulting	firm	
specializing in life care planning and vocational rehabilitation/wage 
loss analysis. Our experts practice in both Federal and State Courts 
throughout the United States and specialize in personal injury, 
medical malpractice, products liability, premises liability and workers 
compensation cases.

Ivera Group
Michele Rodriguez - M.Rodriguez@IveraGroup.com
Ivera	Group,	Inc.,	is	a	national	forensic	consulting	firm	specializing	
in accounting, engineering, building consulting, and medical legal 
services.	The	firm’s	experts	assist	clients	in	navigating	complex	
issues	by	providing	sound	financial,	scientific,	and	technical	
expertise. Our ongoing commitment to our clients is to provide them 
with outstanding expert forensic investigation and reporting services 
in	a	timely	and	efficient	manner.

Luks Santaniello Petrillo Cohen & Peterfriend
Bill Peterfriend - wpeterfriend@insurancedefense.net
Luks Santaniello Petrillo Cohen & Peterfriend is a Florida Corporate 
and	Insurance	Defense	Litigation	firm	committed	to	securing	
equal justice in the courtroom for business owners. We defend 
professionals, coporations and their insurance companies from both 
Liability	and	Workers’	Comp	claims	out	of	eleven	Florida	offices.	

Magnus Research Consultants
David Fauss - dfauss@magnusweb.com
Magnus	Research	Consultants	is	a	trial/jury	consulting	firm	
founded	in	1993.		Magnus	scientifically	evaluates	juror	or	fact	
finder	responses	to	case	issues	by	using	attitude	surveys,	focus	
groups, and mock trials to assess cases before mediation and/or 
trial.  Voir dire consultation and witness preparation services are also 
available.  Magnus has considerable experience in providing case 
strategy consultation services in many types of litigation.  Magnus 
has worked on cases throughout the United States, in both federal 
and state courts.

MAZE Resolutions
Sarah Zabel - sz@mazeresolutions.com
MAZE Resolutions offers ADR services. The practice focuses on 
arbitration, mediation, private judging, and special magistrate. We 
look forward to helping you navigate through the maze of the court 
system and facilitating your case to a healthy conclusion.

MDD Forensic Accountants
Kristine Elkind - kelkind@mdd.com
MDD’s Forensic Accountants have extensive experience working 
with CGL insurers and lawyers to evaluate claims that arise out 
of third-party coverages. Our team uses their economic damage 
quantification	expertise	to	provide	clients	with	the	information	they	
need to make informed decisions. For more information, please 
contact Kristine Elkind at 407.531.1050 or kelkind@mdd.com.

Medsurity Experts
Kait Cowan - kaitcsurity@gmail.com
Medsurity Experts is a doctor owned and doctor run medical legal 
expert	witness	consulting	firm.	We	secure	top-tier	Ivy	League	
trained physicians who are in active clinical practice for litigation and 
consulting. Each expert is a Professor of Medicine or Surgery with a 
full-time	practice,	Board-certification,	and	spotless	credentials.	Most	
of which cannot be found on publicly listed databases, such as SEAK 
or JurisPro. Combined with unparalleled litigation paralegal support 
and case management, we solve our clients’ toughest cases.

NEFCO Fire Investigations
Anne McDonough - amcdonough@nefco.net
NEFCO	is	the	largest	family	owned	fire	investigation	company	
covering 46 states. We provide comprehensive exams on residential 
and commercial property, auto and heavy equipment.  All of our 
experts are W-2 employees and have helped recover millions of 
dollars for our clients.

Rimkus Consulting Group - Bronze Sponsor
Lea Harrigan - slharrig@rimkus.com
Rimkus is a worldwide provider of forensic consulting services 
to	insurance	companies,	law	firms,	corporations	and	government	
agencies. Rimkus assists clients in the responsive and timely 
resolution of claims and disputes. The company’s team of 
professional engineers, scientists, and technical specialists is 
recognized for its commitment to service excellence by local, national 
and international business communities.

Rissman
Adriana Paris - adriana.paris@rissman.com
In matters of liability defense, Rissman blends a distinct ethos and 
experience	to	deliver	what	clients	need	most:	results.	With	five	
offices	and	more	than	100	lawyers	navigating	the	nuances	and	
demands of insurance defense, we are extensively involved in the 
defense of civil litigation matters in state and federal courts at both 
the trial and appellate levels.

Robson Forensic - Bronze Sponsor
Robbie Widlansky - rwidlansky@robsonforensic.com
Robson Forensic is a national leader in expert witness consulting, 
providing	technical	expertise	across	many	fields	within	engineering,	
architecture, science, and a broad range of specialty disciplines.  
With	offices	in	Miami	and	Palm	Beach	Gardens,	we	offer	FDLA	
members	local	access	to	exceptionally	qualified	experts	and	state	of	
the art forensic resources.

SEA, Ltd. - Platinum Sponsor
Doug Rickel - drickel@sealimited.com
Since 1970, SEA is a forensic engineering company specializing 
in	failure	analysis.	From	our	11	offices	our	180	full-time	testify	
experts investigate losses which include the following components; 
metallurgy, electrical, mechanical, accident reconstruction, 
construction	defect,	marine,	fire/explosion,	slip/trip	and	fall,	
workplace safety, plus steam damage.
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Seaside Claims
Kat Campla - kcampla@seasideclaims.com
Seaside Claims Services, LLC was launched in 2010 by our founder 
and CEO, Matt Igou. Mr. Igou is a U.S. Marine Corps veteran and 
Jacksonville native. Seaside Claims is based in Jacksonville, FL and 
conducts investigative services throughout GA, FL and the Caribbean 
islands. We are committed to personalized risk management 
solutions through creative investigation techniques and detailed 
adjusting services. Visit our website at www.seasideclaims.com for 
more information.

Selective Investigations, Inc
Joelle Schwenk Cheeseman - jmschwenk@selectiveinvestigations.com
Selective Investigations, Inc. is a fully licensed and insured private 
investigative agency specializing in insurance claims investigations 
established in 2002.  We are a statewide agency that distinguishes 
ourselves from competitors by keeping a clear focus on customer 
service, and consistent high quality investigations. Our mission is 
to deliver outstanding service, combined with timely and accurate 
communication, and an ethical, thorough investigation to assist 
in the handling of your claims.  Our investigators are fully trained, 
experienced and specialized.

Smallwood & Associates
Mary Smallwood - mary@smallwoodlnc.com
Smallwood and Associates Legal Nurse Consulting provides 
comprehensive analysis of medical records and medical-legal issues. 
We have advanced training in the area of medical record review and 
provide valuable information to attorneys, insurance companies, 
and	other	organizations.	We	provide	reports	defining	the	issues	in	
a case and explaining the medicine. We locate expert witnesses and 
recognize signs of tampering within the patients’ records.

Smith Bigman Brock
Cathi Robinson - crobinson@daytonalaw.com
For more than a quarter-century, individuals, families and business 
clients	in	need	of	highly	qualified	legal	counsel	have	turned	with	
confidence	to	the	respected	firm	of	Smith	Bigman	Brock.	Our	
standards for personalized, attentive service and difference-making 
representation remain higher than ever.

The Post Law Firm
Paula	Post	-	paula@thepostlawfirm.com
The Post Law Firm is a well-established practice composed of 
seasoned personnel from the insurance defense industry. Paula Post, 
Owner & Managing Partner brings 14 years of specialized experience 
and long-standing relationships with national and regional carriers. 
We	are	confident	in	our	litigation,	but	we	pride	ourselves	on	the	trust	
we earn.

US Forensic - Bronze Sponsor
Adam Mueller - adam.mueller@usforensic.com
U.S.	Forensic	is	an	engineering	firm	offering	evaluation,	reporting,	
and expert witness testimony including evaluation of buildings, 
vehicles, equipment, machinery, products, and marine structures. 
We provide structural, mechanical, and electrical engineering as well 
as	accident	reconstruction,	fire	origin	and	cause,	and	environmental	
services.  

U.S. Legal Support
Dr. Stuart Miles - smiles@decisionquest.com
U.S. Legal Support is the only litigation support company to provide 
a full suite of court reporting solutions, record retrieval, interpreting 
&	translations,	trial	services	and	transcription	services	to	law	firms,	
major corporations, and insurance companies nationwide. With on-
demand	access	to	12,000+	offices	and	a	robust	digital	infrastructure,	
we can accommodate your litigation support needs from anywhere in 
the country.

UWWM
Catherine Klasne - cklasne@uww-adr.com
Upchurch Watson White & Max is a leading Florida- and Alabama-
based professional association of mediators/arbitrators with seven 
offices	throughout	the	Sunshine	State.	Our	team	of	specialists	
practice in a wide range of alternative dispute resolution disciplines, 
including mediated case management; resolution of multi-party, 
complex disputes; and all manner of insurance disputes. When the 
storm blows in this summer, insure a productive mediation with 
UWWM. 

Vector Scientific, Inc - Bronze Sponsor
Tim	McCleary	-	tmccleary@vectorscientific.com
Vector	Scientific,	Inc.	(VSI)	provides	high-quality	forensic	
consulting services in the areas of injury biomechanics and accident 
reconstruction in motor vehicle, sport/recreation, and industrial/
occupational accidents. Whether it’s a low-speed rear-end collision 
or	a	high-profile	product	liability	case,	VSI	has	decades	of	experience	
performing	advanced	analyses	that	meet	the	highest	scientific	
standards	and	qualifications	of	State	and	Federal	Courts.

Young & Associates - Gold Sponsor
Amber Herlocker - amber.herlocker@youngonline.com
Young	&	Associates	is	an	independent	third	party	consulting	firm	
specializing in property damage, investigative services, equipment, 
accident reconstruction, forensic architecture and engineering. 

Walton Lantaff Schroeder & Carson LLP
Ian Ronderos - ironderos@waltonlantaff.com
Established in 1934, Walton Lantaff Schroeder & Carson LLP is 
a	full-service	law	firm	representing	large	and	small	businesses,	
insurance	carriers,	financial	institutions	and	individuals	throughout	
Florida and across the country. We are an experienced team of 
lawyers who work closely with our clients to develop strategic 
solutions that resolve challenging legal problems.

Williams, Leininger & Cosby, P.A.
Carrie Cathey - ccathey@wlclaw.com
For more than 25 years, Williams, Leininger & Cosby has 
represented insurance, government, and business in all phases of 
engagement, up to, through and beyond trial, at the appellate level.
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Thank You to Our Event Sponsors!

Thank You to Our 
Event Sponsors! 

Diamond Firm Sponsors

Gold Firm Sponsors

Silver Firm Sponsors
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Thank You to Our 
Annual Sponsors & Exhibitors!

Platinum Sponsor Gold Sponsors

Silver Sponsor

Bronze Sponsors

Additional Exhibitors

Thank You to Our Annual Sponsors & Event Exhibitors!
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© Disney

Save the Dates:
 
2024 Winter Meeting
January 29-31
Everline Resort and Spa 
(formerly the Resort at Squaw Creek)
Olympic Valley, CA

Upcoming 2023 Events
 
Florida Insurance Network Symposium (FINS) 
August 10-11, 2023
Renaissance Tampa International Plaza
Tampa, FL

2023 Leaders Summit
September 21-22, 2023
Ocean Reef Club
Key Largo, FL


